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if the mothers are free, the children shall be free r if those are slaves, the
children shall be slaves also; and that both the children and the mothers
shall have the same masters. In virtue of this law, I desire that I nuy take
the daughter of my slave, and I am ready to submit my pretensions to a
trial; and, if any one claims her, to give sufficient sureties co produce her at
the time appointed; but if they desire to have this affair speedily determined,
I am willing this minute to plead my cause before you, and shall neither give
security for her appearance, nor offer anything that may create a delay.
Let them choose which of these conditions they like best."
After Claudius had said this, and added many entreaties that his claim
might not be less regarded than that of his adversaries, because he was Ids
client, and of mean birth, the uncle of Virginia answered in few words, and
those such as were proper to be addressed to a magistrate, saying, tfiat
Virginius, a plebeian, was the father of this girl, and then abroad in the
service of his country; that Numitoria, his own sister, a woman of virtue
and worth, was her mother, who died not many years before; that the virgin
herself had been educated in such a manner as became a person of free con-
dition, and a citizen of Rome; that she had been solemnly betrothed to
Icilius, and that the marriage had taken effect, if the war with the JEqui had
not intervened; that, during no less than fifteen years, Claudius had never
attempted to aver anything of this kind to the relations of Virginia, but
that now the virgin was marriageable, and of distinguished beauty, he -was
charmed with it, and published an infamous calumny, contrived not indeed
by himself, but by a man who thought he had a right to gratify all his pas-
sions by all the methods he could invent.   He added that, as to the trial, the
father himself would defend the cause of his daughter when he returned
from the campaign; and that, in the meantime, as he was her uncle, and
ready to support her right, he himself claimed her person, to which he was
entitled by the laws; and in this, he insisted upon nothing that was either
new, or not allowed to every Roman, if not to every other man, which is, that
if it is pretended that any person is a slave, not the man who maintains that
he is so, but he who asserts his liberty, shall have the custody of that person,
till the decision of the contest.   And he said that Appius was obliged, on
many accounts, to observe this institution; first, because he had inserted this
very law with the rest in the Twelve Tables; and, in the next place, because
he was chief of the decemvirate; and, besides, that he was invested not only
with the consular, but also with the tribunitian, power, the principal function
of which was to relieve such of the citizens as were weak and destitute of
all other help.   He then desired him to compassionate a virgin, who fled to
him for assistance, and who had long since lost her mother, and was then
deprived of her father, and in danger of toing not only her paternal fortunes,
but also her husband, her country, and, the greatest of all human blessings,
her liberty.   And, having lamented the abuse to which the virgin would be
delivered up, and by that means raised great compassion in au present, he
at last spoke of the time to be appointed for the decision of this cause.   [He
urged that he be given custody of the girl until the return of her father.
Appius however refused this request,   Icilius, the virgin's betrothed lover,
protested that the outrage should never be consummated while he lived.]
Icilius was going bn, when the lictors, by order of the magistrate, Sept
him off from the tribunal, and commanded him to obey the sentence. Upon
which Claudius laid hold on the virgin, and -was going to take her away,
while she hung upon her uncle, and her spouse. The people, who stood
round the tribunal, seeing her in so moving an agony, cried out all at once,